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THE POWER TO PROSPER

“Beloved, | pray that you may prosper
in all things and be in health, just as
your soul prospers.” 3 John 2

During the holidays, we send cards
and greetings wishing our friends a
prosperous new year. 3 John 2 tells us
that God wants us to prosper in life.
Prosperity is defined for us in 2
Corinthians 9:8 as “always having all
sufficiency in all things.” (2 Cor. 9:8)
God wants us to have our needs met
and more. There are many Christians
who have unbiblical thinking that God
wants them to be poor. Through Jesus,
we have access to both spiritual and
physical blessings. These blessings
are part of the “abundant life” Jesus
provided for us. (See John 10:10)

THE BLESSING IS OURS

In Genesis 12, God promised Abraham
that he would be a blessing. This
blessing extends to all believers. “So
all who put their faith in Christ share
the same blessing Abraham received
because of his faith.” (Galatians 3:9
NLT) It was God’'s plan that “the
blessing of Abraham might come upon
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus.”
(Galatians 3:14) In the Bible, those
who entered into a covenant
relationship with God were blessed
and became prosperous. God led
Abraham to inherit a land where there
was no lack. God promised to lead his
people to a good land where food was
plentiful and nothing was lacking. (See
Deuteronomy 8:9) Through faith we
can claim the promise of prosperity.
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

Why is it important for Christians to
prosper? Believers are called to fulfill
the Great Commission and establish
the Gospel on the earth. We can’'t do
this without finances. Paul told the
Corinthians that they should have “an
abundance for every good work.” (2
Cor. 9:8) God wants to supply our
personal needs, but also wants us to
have extra to give to others. When we
are abundantly blessed, we can
support every “good work”, whether it's
our local church, evangelism,
missions, helping the poor or other
works that reach people for Christ.
“How shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach
unless they are sent?” (Romans 10:14-
15) God wants all of us to prosper so
that we can participate in His work.
God wants you blessed so you can be
a blessing! This year, believe for
greater prosperity in your life. My
prayer for you is that you be “enriched
in everything for all liberality, which
causes thanksgiving through us to
God.” (2 Cor. 9:11)
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